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Wenn Jesus sprach, dann wurde es lebendig. Er
machte nicht gähnende Lehrvorträge mit vielen
abstrakten Worten sondern gebrauchte oft Bilder. Wir
Menschen lieben Bilder. Bilder lassen sich besser
einprägen. Bilder veranschaulichen etwas und an
Bilder kann man sich erinnern - besonders dann, wenn
sie auch noch etwas mit unserem Leben zu tun haben.
Und die Bilder, welche Jesus verwendete, die hatten
mit seinen Zuhörern zu tun. Nehmen wir als Beispiel
die Gleichnisse vom Himmelreich (Matthäus Kapitel
13). Ein ganzes Kapitel in denen Jesus in Bildern zu
den Leuten und seinen Jüngern spricht. Es hatte unter
den Zuhörern viele Bauern und darauf zielen die
Gleichnisse des vierfachen Ackerfeldes - das Wort das
nicht nur auf guten Boden fällt oder auch das Bild vom
Feind, der eine Saat aussäet, der die gute Saat
zerstört. Dann gab es auch Hausfrauen, auf diese ist
gerade das Bild vom Sauerteig zugeschnitten oder
dann auch das Fischernetz, welches natürlich passt für
die Fischer in dieser Gegend am sogenannten
galiläischen Meer - dem See Genezareth.

Doch wenn wir uns nun fragen, welches Bild Jesus
wohl als allererstes verwendete, so scheint das gar
nicht so einfach zu sein. Und wenn ich schon so frage,
dann bestimmt keines der eben genannten. Das
stimmt schon mal. Das Gleichnis vom Fischernetz ist
unserm Bild am Nächsten, weil es auch um die
Fischerei geht. Jetzt klingelt es natürlich schon bei den
meisten. Es handelt sich um die Begebenheit, als
Jesus am See Genezareth vorüberging und Petrus und
Andreas im Boot sah und ihnen zurief: „Kommt, folgt
mir nach. Ich will euch zu Menschenfischern machen!“
Eine Begebenheit die eigentlich vielen von uns
bekannt ist. Doch ich meine es lohnt sich noch etwas
genauer hinzusehen:



Come follow me. I will make you fishers of
men!
This is what Matthew 4:19 says, so this is the first image Jesus used. He sees
fishermen and he brings an image that is familiar to them: fishing. Only they
weren't supposed to be catching fish, they were supposed to be catching people.
Actually funny, totally weird you would say. Fishing for people? How can they do
that? They are fishermen, but none of them has ever done that before.

But you know, that was practically a job offer. And it was for an apprenticeship.
Jesus is the teacher, these two are supposed to be his students. So they didn't
have to know man-fishing yet. Jesus says: Come follow me. And he adds: I will
make you fishers of men! So they were to attend a school where they could learn
to fish for men.

Teachers, students and other disasters
Be a teacher, school, student? That often sounds terrible to our ears. After all,
that means constant learning, and then there are the exams and certain teachers
can also be hugely annoying. Yes, I know that too. But let's deal with these things
a little.

Now this school is not about a primary or secondary school. No it is about a
vocational school. The profession is fisher of men. The goal of this school is to be
a fisher of men at the end. It's about achieving that goal. You're still in school,
too. You know, this is to prepare you to learn a profession later on. At the moment
you can ask yourself: What is the use of what we learn here in mathematics? But
just imagine an architect (a man who plans houses) who can't calculate. Nothing
would be right, the walls would be crooked, the floors as well and the worst would
be: A floor could collapse just because the floor is not designed for a certain load.
And all because of a few miscalculations. The consequences would be fatal.

So school is necessary to be able to learn a profession and a profession is
necessary to earn a living later on, to start a family, to have an apartment or to
build a house and later on in old age you also want to enjoy a little bit of pension -



but this is only available if you have worked for years.

I personally also pressed the school desk for years. First I was at school for 10
years, then I tacked on an 11th year as I couldn't find an apprenticeship. 1 year of
business school followed and another 3 years of business school during my
apprenticeship. At the end I was trained to be allowed to sit in an office. Later I
went back to school to study the bible extensively. (Here, of course, my own
schooling should be mentioned.)

Fisher of men, that is the job Jesus has to offer us.

The job ad
There are job ads in newspapers and on the Internet. I brought one here once. It
says what kind of job it is. Which requirements one has to fulfill and often also,
what one is offered (in the apprenticeship this is still little, a small apprentice
wage, later however can be ne whole quantity).

But you know it is not enough a job advertisement, like this here only to look at.
No we must first react to it. For a job advertisement in the newspaper or on the
Internet, this means that we must first of all contact the appropriate company. To
do this, you usually write an application. You first have to express your interest in
the job. It is very similar with Jesus. He also makes a job offer, but this alone is
not enough. Of course, we do not have to apply for this apprenticeship first, but
we also have to respond when Jesus says: Come follow me. I will make you fishers
of men.

Different People's Reactions
The two men were sitting in a boat when Jesus spoke to them, casting their nets.
How could the men have reacted

They could have said: A crank. We're supposed to leave our place in the boat here
and follow this teacher? Nope definitely not! And they would have just kept
casting their nets.



They could have also said: Wait a minute Jesus, slow down. We've got so much to
do. We'll follow you later. You know, that's the kind of reaction Jesus had. He met
different people:

Then a scribe approached him. "Master," he said, "I will follow you wherever you
go." Jesus replied, "The foxes have their den, and the birds their nests; but the
Son of Man has no place to rest." Another, one of his disciples, said to Jesus,
"Lord, allow me to go 'home' first and see to my father's burial." But Jesus replied,
"Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead!" (Matthew 8:19-21)

Jesus clearly stated what it meant to be a disciple of His. He does not simply say
to this scribe. Fine, you want to follow me. He was showing him the reality of what
it means to go to school with Him. It also means giving up various privileges that
one has under "normal" circumstances. The foxes have their den and the birds
have their nests. But Jesus has no place where he can rest.

And then to the second man who said he wanted to bury his father first. You
know, this father was very likely not dead yet. He actually means that he wants to
receive his inheritance and then he would follow Jesus later on. That is, when his
father has died and he holds his inheritance in his hands.

We too can come up with heaps of such excuses before we are ready to follow
Jesus (should we then really follow him). Today you might say, Jesus, I haven't
done all my homework yet. A little later you might say: Oh, I just finished my
education, now I want to work a little bit and start a family. And a little while later
you might say to Jesus, you wanted to enjoy your retirement a little bit. But Jesus
would say to you: As important as these things may be, do not hide behind such
lazy excuses. You follow me! Or as he says to this man: "Follow me and let the
dead bury their dead! We do not know directly how these two men reacted.
Perhaps this was left open on purpose, since we are also faced with such a
decision when Jesus calls us. We need to think about what it means to follow
Jesus, and we also need to set our priorities accordingly.

The reaction of Simon (Peter) and Andrew
The two men in the boat reacted quite differently. They left their boat. They took
to their heels (socks didn't exist yet though) and they followed Jesus. I now claim



it was definitely the right decision which they made. Likewise, ten others also
followed Jesus. Some of them were also fishermen

The apprenticeship, the vocational school, the
exams
Now a new phase of life begins for these two and the other ten men. They now
have a teacher to guide them. And the lessons turn out to be far from boring.
They quickly see that Jesus is not a normal teacher that they might remember
from elementary school. No, Jesus surpasses all teachers. There were people who
were amazed how he taught. At the end of one such lesson (beaten 3 chapters in
the Bible) it says:

When Jesus had finished speaking, the crowds were deeply impressed by his
teaching, for he did not teach them as their scribes did, but with authority.
(Matthew 7:28-29)

Jesus had the most exciting input ever, much more exciting than mine here.
But not only was the teaching exciting, but also what Jesus did. He used it to show
that he was more than just an ordinary man. With him, the lame could suddenly
walk again, the blind could see and several thousand people (5000 men alone)
were fed, even though there were only 5 loaves and 2 fish.

But as it is with a vocational school, there are also some tests. Several times the
trust of the disciples in Jesus was tested. Often they failed - but sometimes they
passed.

Then Jesus also sent them out occasionally, two by two, commissioning them to
heal the sick and cast out evil spirits (Matthew 6:7-13). He also gave them
authority to do this (otherwise it wouldn't have worked at all). And the twelve
went and healed the sick, cast out demons, and called people to turn away from
their evil deeds and turn to God. So the disciples were experiencing very practical
lessons, not just hitting the classroom.

All in all, you can say this was an educational, exciting, hands-on lesson with
Jesus. And the lessons were necessary for them to later do the job Jesus entrusted



to them - fishing for people. He was preparing them for their job.

You know, one thing fascinates me about God, about Jesus. God doesn't just stick
us with a piece of paper that says what all we need to do and then he leaves us
with that task. No, he took three years and invested in training those twelve
disciples.

This is how God does it with us. He doesn't just have an assignment ready for us
and leave us to it. No he wants to be on the road with us.

And after school?
But what about after this vocational school? All right Jesus invests time in us, in
our education. But what about after those three years of training? Let me tell you,
He doesn't abandon us even then. The whole training is designed to teach us to
trust him, and that also applies to our job as fishers of men for Jesus. There, too,
we remain totally dependent on Him.

Not for nothing does Jesus say at the beginning of the "Great Commission" - when
Jesus sent the disciples out into the world for the purpose of fishing for people in
the future, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go ye
therefore..." (Matthew 28:18-19a). Not out of our own strength, we must carry out
this commission, but trusting that HIM - Jesus Christ - has been given all authority.

Jesus used another image to teach us this very fact.

I am the vine, and you are the branches. If anyone abides in me, and I abide in
him, he bears abundant fruit; without me you can do nothing. (John 15:5)

It is important to stay connected to Jesus even after training. Without Him we
cannot bear fruit, even fishing for men is not possible without His 'being there'.
Jesus lives in those who are willing to follow him, he assures us of this.



Closing thoughts
People shall be delivered from darkness and come into the light, people shall be
delivered from death and find true life with him, that are the central concerns of
God. He does not want even one person to be lost. That is why the job ad for his
disciples reads: "Come follow me. I will make you fishers of men!" We get to
participate in this most important plan God has for all people by being trained to
be fishers of men and in turn win people to Jesus. These people are not drowning
in the lake or river, but they are drowning in their guilt and sin if they do not
experience forgiveness from God. That is why Jesus needs this picture. That's why
this passage is at the beginning when he called his disciples. Then, at the end of
the gospel according to Matthew, the circle closes again - where Jesus sends the
disciples out into the world. And this mission ends only with the return of Jesus
Christ. Until then, we are challenged, where we live, where we go to school and
where we work, to win people for Jesus.
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